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RIGHT REVEREND, 


James, Lord Biſhop of Eh 5 


Theſe SERMONS are inſcribed, „ 3 


As a ſmall, but ſincere, > | . > 


Tribute of Reſpect and Gratitude, _ 
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And obedient humble Servant, 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


" THE following Sermons were written with no 
farther view, than to anſwer the temporary, though 
i important, purpoſes of the occaſion. The re- 
; commendation, however, of ſome reſpectable 
friends, who thought that the publication of 
them might be ſerviceable, did not ſuffer the 
Author to feel any heſitation in complying with 
their requeſt. Happy, indeed, will he eſteem 5 
himſelf, if, in any degree, they promote the 
cauſe of order and religion. 
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A PROOF of the CourLeTION of our Sa vioun's 


ProemEcy concerning the DEsTRUCTION of 


JERUSALEM. 


| 1 A | 
SERMON 
Preached at BALDOCK, 
Mar 31, 1797, 5 | 


AT THE VISITATION OF THE RIGHT REVEREND GEORGE, 


Tord Bithop of Lincoln: 


By GEORGE LAW, M. A. 
PREBENDARY OF CARLISLE. 
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St. Jobn, XXI.—21, 22, „ ETD. 


PETER SEEING HIM, 'SAITH TO JESUS, LORD, AND 

WHAT SHALL THIS MAN DO? JESUS SAITH UNTO HIM, 
IF I WILL THAT HE TARRY TILL I COME, WHAT 18 
THAT TO THEE? FOLLOW THOU ME. THEN WENT 

THIS SAYING ABROAD AMONG THE BRETHREN, THAT 
THAT DISCIPLE SHOULD NOT DIE ; YET JESUS SAID 
NOT_ UNTO HIM, HE SHALL NOT DIE; BUT IF I WILL - 
THAT HE TARRY TILL I COME, WHAT 18 ruar ro 
THEE? | EE. 


Is | the preceding verſes, our Saviour had foretold the man- 
ner of St. Peter's death, and then anſwered the inquiries of 
that Apoſtle, concerning the fate of 'St. John, in theſe me- 
morable words, If I will that 15 tarrY' till I | come, get is 


ths to thee =: f 5 0 


s 


18 we compare A different paſſages i in lich the coming N 

our Saviour is mentioned, wie can entertain little doubt of his 

t figure, to the deſtruction of the Jewiſh * 
. 


alluding, under th 


nation. and policy. Theſe events he had frequently rok : 
to his diſciples. They, however, from their eager defire of 5 
temporal Meſſiah, ſtill nouriſhed the hope of his {| peedy re- ap- 

pearance, in power and great glory. They were, therefore, 
willing to believe, that our Saviour, on this, as well as ſimi- 
lar, occaſions, alluded to his final coming to judge the world, 

and chence Inferred, and ——_— th St. John ould: never 


die. 


| This miſtake of the Apoſtles, and the report to which it 
gave birth, unimportant as at firſt view they may appear, af- 
ford, nevertheleſs, the ſtrongeſt proof of the authenticity of 
the writing in which they are related, and thus add one more 
to thoſe numerous evidences by which the t truth of Chriſti- 
anity 18 atteſted. | 
In what a very different manner would the goſpels have 
been compoſed, if they had been forged for the Purpole of 
| \deception, and fabricated in a ſubſequet 
ſtance would then have been related, which appeared diſpa- 
| Pane? i to the character of the Apoſtles; but the author would 
have produced a hiſtory connected and unvarying, and would 
| have avoided every particularity in names and circumſtances 
which might lead to detection. The miracles, alſo, would 
then have been obtruded in the moſt ſtriking and oſtentatious 
manner. Inſtead of appearing as they now do, ſometimes 


75 
1 


t age? No circum- 


„ „ 


. their connection EY the main ſtory, and ſometimes 


only from an indirect alluſior 1, they would have been exhi- 
bited with the moſt artful 4 * and n to with tri· 
umph and exultation. 


1. Theſe general obſervations may more particularly be 
applied to the circumſtance now under our conſideration. 


For is it in any degree probable, that a ſophiſt, fitting down 
to compoſe a Life of our Saviour, ſhould ever think of put- 


ting a ſpeech into his mouth, which ſhould be miſunderſtood 


by thoſe to whom it was addreſſed, and ſhould, in conſe- 
quence of ſuch a miſtake, give birth to a report which was 


for ſome time believed, though in the end diſcovered to be 
erroneous ? Can any thing be ſuppoſed more alien from the 
conceptions of an impoſtor, than ſuch an obſcure and indi- 


re& way of reaſoning ? The ignorance, alſo, and miſtaken 


apprehenſions of the firſt propagators of Chriſtianity, a fabri- 


cator, inſtead of diſplaying, would have endeayoured to con- 
ceal. Though on a more full and enlightened view of our 
Religion, the inadequacy of the inſtruments proves the di- 
vine power of the architect, yet an impoſtor would naturally 
have attempted to render his narrative more probable, by 
heightening the character, not by revealing the defects of 


the Evangeliſts. The inſertion, therefore, of this circum- 
ſtance, can only be accounted for by believing that the facts 


are true, and the writing authentic. Every impartial reader 
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muſt perceive an air of reality in the narration : we are 

forcibly impreſſed with a ſtrong conviction of its truth. We 
ſee the weakneſs of the Apoſtles, adhering to their old and 
pre-conceived opinions, with difficulty,” and by degrees ad- 
mitting the truth; and we perceive the developement of a 
prophecy miſunderſtood at firſt,” but explained by the event. 


2. It may be collected from the text, that the report among 
the brethren, that St. John ſhould never die, did not gain 
univerſal credit, but was diſbelieved by that Apoſtle himſelf; 
for he accounts for the origin of it, from their miſtake about 


the coming of our Lord. This diſcordancy of interpretation 


ſtrengthens and confirms the evidence we are adducing. 
For in addition to the preceding improbabilities, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, that an impoſtor could forge a ſentence which 


might bear a double meaning; that he ſhould, at the ſame 


time, point out the conſequences which followed the wrong 
interpretation, when neither was founded in truth. Such 


an idea is totally unſuitable to the purpoſes, and muſt appear 
foreign from the conceptions of any counterfeit Apoſtle. 
This reaſoning, therefore, and theſe aſſertions, can only be 
founded upon facts; and from the text may be drawn an in- 
direct, but a concluſive, proof of the genvineneſs of this paſ- 
| T St. John. 


3. Another r bearing to the ſame point, 


— 


| | F 1 13 1 - 
may 15 collected "ION theſe words: © If I will that he * | © 
«till I come.“ That they were not uſed hypothetically, as 7 
ſome may imagine, is clear, from the manner in which all 
the Diſciples underſtood them. They ſuppoſed them to im- 
ply a poſitive aſſertion; for thence aroſe both the report 

among the brethren, and the n elucidation of St. 
John. . 


It is needleſs to refer to ſimilar paſſages for the true ex- 


planation of the coming of our Lord. Nothing can be more 


clear, and concluſive, than theſe words of St. John: He 


e ſaid not unto him, he ſhall not die,—but tarry till I come.“ 
Two important concluſions may hence fairly be deduced : 
Firſt, That the period of the coming of our Saviour was li- 


mited to the term of St. John's life; and, ſecondly, That, 5 


though he was appointed to witneſs that event, yet ſtill, 
£ Jeſus faid not unto him, he ſhall not die.” If we are 
warranted in thus inferring theſe two facts, that St. John 
was to ſee the coming of our Lord, and yet die, does it not 
unavoidably follow, that the coming of our Saviour can only 
be applied to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the fall of which 
city he had publicly foretold, and thereby excited much po- 
pular indignation? St. John thus appears to have been aware 
of, and to guard againſt, the wrong concluſion, which had 


been drawn by the Apoſtles, who ſuppoſed that the coming | 


of our Lord would be the end and conſummation, of all things. 


That st. Jaber had a perf 


tl 


lief in, this prophecy, may cle: . coleded fromithiv als 


luſion to it which is conveyed: in the words now under our 
conſideration. But that they were never inſerted with any 


ſuch deſign, muſt be obvious to every candid reader, To ex- 
plain the origin of a fallacious report, not to give publicity 


0 to a prophecy, ſeems to be the evident and ſole intention of 


the writer. No circumſtance can be introduced with leſs 
appearance of artifice or contrivance; but it is on that account 
more important and convincing, than many inſtances of pal- 
ogy aſſertions. 777 


* 


; * 


4. From Na St. John concerning the fulfilment 
of the prophecy by the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, it may, 1 
think, be inferred that his goſpel was.compoſed prior to that 


event; for we may naturally ſuppoſe, that the completion of 


it would have been noticed by him, as it would have con- 
firmed the truth of his religion, and diſplayed in the ſtrongeſt 


light the prophetic character of our. Saviour. 'The exiſtence, 


however, and notoriety of this prophecy have been proved 


above. The fulfilment of this prediction is equally unde- 


niable; and from theſe two circumſtances conjoined, the di- 
vine origin of our religion 18 ſatisfactorily demonſtrated: for 


our Saviour thus appears to have foretold the deſtruction of 


Jeruſalem, and the total overthrow of the Jewiſh nation, by 


the Romans, and to have predicted them with a limitation of 
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1 ' time 4 a particularity of circumſtances, ab were all 


3 5 wonderfully accompliſhed. Jeruſalem, beyond and contrary 


to the expectation of the contemporaries of our Saviour, in 

a few years after his death, had not one ftone left u pon ano - | 
ther. The Roman armies defiled their holy places. The be- 
ſieged inhabitants ſuffered the utmoſt extremities of famine, 
and one generation did not paſs away before all theſe things | 
were fulfilled, - The ſceptic and unbeliever have ſometimes 
required. of the defenders of Chriſtianity, the proof of the 
performance of a fingle miracle, or the completion of -one 
prophecy, as a ſure ground on which' they might reſt their 
hopes and faith, This paſſage of St. John appears, from 
what has been ſaid, to afford a direct evidence of the latter. 
For the circumſtance recorded by this Apoſtle is of ſo pecu- 
lar and perſonal a nature, that it is impoſſible any impoſtor 
could have invented it. It muſt therefore reſt on the ſolid 
baſis of truth. It is not probable that St. John would have 
alluded, as we have ſhewn he does, to the prophecy con- 
cerning the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and not have noticed 
the completion of it, unleſs he had written his goſpel before 
that event. The conſequence from theſe facts is equally im- 
portant and undeniable—That our Saviour did foretel that 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, HER is recorded both ke Jenn 
and Fagan hiſtorians. 
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It his rand obſerved, that the Apoſtles had eon- 


8 
SS 
”w 


So" £3 hug 8 : | 2 ; 
+ * * * 1 f 
: 2 F | 
t £ 
* 16 4 e 7 


ceived an erroneous idea” concerning the coming of Chriſt; 25 


and St. Paul himſelf, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, Ee 


indicates an expectation of his {| peedy appearance. The cauſe 5 
of this miſtake has been very differently accounted: for.” It 
appears, however, naturally to have ariſen from the words of 
the text: and this affords a ſtrong inſtance of that undeſigned 
coincidence which truth alone can produce. We ſee from the 
Epiſtles of St. Paul, that he and others were anxiouſly look- 
ing for the re- appearance of Chriſt, and hence we are fully 
fatisfied, that thoſe writings muſt have been compoſed during 
the period in which theſe groundleſs hopes were entertained. | 
St. John, however, who wrote ſome time after him, diſco- 
vers the fallacy of ſuch expectations, and accounts for them. 
No two witneſſes can be produced more independent of each 
other than theſe, nor can any one accuſe or ſuſpe& them of . 
artifice or combination. From the manner in which the paſ- 
ſage is introduced by St. John, it is evident that it bears no 
alluſion to the writings of St. Paul; that it is not, in any 
degree, his 1 intention to palliate the miſtakes, or confirm the 
evidence of that writer—Apply this reaſoning to other peri- 
| ods, and to heathen hiſtorians, and we ſhould not heſitate to 
aſſign them the character of credible and authentic witneſſes. 
How convincing, then, and irreſiſtible muſt be the whole 
maſs of evidence, when ſuch ſtrong arguments for the au- 
thenticity of the ſcriptures may fairly be deduced from that 
circumſtance, which has formed the ſubject of the preſent 


Fx ey 5 . OM. * I iT N 17 . = ns 
Bo Aiſcourle ! When we conſider” mi variety "of caſts which * | 
are ſtated by.t the facred” hiſtorians ; when we contemplate 
the neltberlels -allufions which' are made to the cuſtoms . 
both of Jews and Heathens; ; when we recollect tllat the 5 
ſtory is carried on for a iel of years, and in an age 
Which abounded with authors, whoſe wor ks are ſtill remain- | 
ing, ſurely we muſt in candor acknowledge, that E griert. 
but unpremeditated agreement with all theſe contemporary 
Writers, in every ſtatement of facts, in in every account of 
religious and civil cuſtoms, affords a very ſtrong proof of 
the authenticity of their writings. Nothing but truth can 
bear a cloſe and critical inveſtigation. Chriſtianity has ſtood. 
this trial, and in every age ſince its promulgation, has been 
minutely examined by the moſt diſtin guiſhed philoſophers Y 
and hiſtorians, ſufficiently able, and not leſs willing, to 
detect any ſpecies of fraud or impoſition,” Their examina; | 
tion, however, has been ultimately favorable to the cauſe 
they wiſhed to overthrow, and no attempt at fraud has ever 
been fixed upon, or evell imputed to, the facred writers, 
The ſpuriouſneſs of many writings, anterior to the goſpels 
has been diſcovered and acknowleged, while the truth of 
the evangelical hiſtory continues to receiye additional con- 40 
: firmation, and in Proportion as it is diveſted of all glollee 
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undefigried coincidences. which = has traced i in the. Ads 
of the Apoſtles and the Epiſtles of, St. Paul, bas EEE 
torily demouſtrated the authenticity of both. 'Apaiaſt this 
ſort of proof, equally ingenious and new, no ſhadow of 
objection has been advanced, and the ſubſtantial truth of the 

facts recorded by” St. Paul, is confirmed beyond the poſſi- 
bility of. doubt. Still, however, it may be alledged, that 
the miraculous parts of the hiſtory reſt on the ſame foun- 
dations as before ; but though weallow that the argument 
does not ſtrictly extend to them, yet the confirmation of 
the truth of a hiſtory, in every point which admits of proof, 
[increaſes and frengthens the probability in caſes which do 
not. The ray which enlightens many parts, reflects a luſtre 

p upon the whole. | All the facts, both of a miraculous and 
ordinary 1 nature, are ſo connected and interwoven together, 

that i it is not poſlible to ſeparate them. If Chriſt ſaid and 

a ſuffered thoſe things of which we read; if his diſciples, after 

his death, endured and pied) under every perſecution, 
atteſting the, truth of his doctrinèe; if this religion without, 
and in oppaſition to all. human means or influence, grew 

F mightily and prevailed, to what, but a divine origin, can 
theſe effects ſatisfactorily be aſcribed } There were many 
inſurrections in Judea, both prior and ſubſequent to the 
Chriſtian Era, and the Jews were incited to promote them, 
: by their love of independence, and N to the Romans. 5 
All theſe, oven had their days but are n * c 
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favored by none, with à filent, but progr 
length ſurmounted every obſtacle, and has been received as 


reid bouriahs kingdom enforce a very important” and uſeful” 


tion. Far be it from any lover of rational liberty to aſſert, 
that there were not many abuſes i in their old government. 


model of the Apoſtolic life; - the higher. ranks were, with 


8 | evils,” great” as they wefe,- bear no compariſon with thoſe 
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defend; but we are now more particularly called upon, 


when its ſanctuaries have been prophaned, its worſhi 
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Fliſtory teaches by example, aud che late events 5 iu. . 
leſſon. All ranks: of people may be benefited by tracing the 


caufes and reviewing the effects of this unparalleled revolu- 


which required the cool and temperate” hand of "reform. 
Their clergy ſeemed to have deviated very far from the pure 


few exceptions, luxurious and diſh jpated ;/ Thi: lower orders! - 
expoſed to the © oppreſſions of unreſtrained power; but theſe 


Which ſuecer ded?” they, alas! have ixed an indehbie ſtain 
upon human nature; and caſt a blot for ever upon the page 


ol ee. Ta events, — much as they are to be. 
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ae by ee ia the kighed en inftrudiet;, hey 
light ta other nations, and point out the rocks and Werle 
3 they ſhould endgayour? to ayeid. If the clergy had 
too much indulged chemſelves in ſecular p pomp and luxury; 
5 wy they neglected the important charge annexed to their Girua- 
1 tions, let i it be our endeavour to ſhew, by a different con- 
duct, What are the genuine fruits of a pure eſtabliſnment of 
1 Chriſtianity. By a conſeientious., diſcharge of our public 
and private duties, by conſtant reſidence on our cures, by 
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our lives as well as doctrine, let us endeavour to ſtem the 

| torrent of licentiouſneſs and infidelity. And if, after all, 
we fall of. ſucceſs; e ſhall, at leaſt, afford no handle of 
2 abuſe 10 the diſaffected: nor can the evils which time may 


. sive birth deen Wiſh: any ſhadow: of Jaa, be attributed 
ee 5 ROY ' ** 


12 ett be an watelig? Kan over che TED to point 
» 3 or "dwell. upon, thoſe crimes, or errors which have. 5 
« drawn down ſuch exemplary v angeance upon the princes 
x; and nobles of the Freach nation. Rather let us hope and 
: aer chis tremendous erg m We its 6 Who effect! 
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5 goes, exiſt under our invaluable . there is no need n 4 
of fucks" a leſſon to beach reſpect för the equal rights of the 


poor. Ti bey, however, may hence learn and be oo vinced, ; 
that a violent chauge i is not neceſſatily, for the better; that ” 1” 


the deſtruction of all the Limos of. ſubordination, he wtal 
ſubverſion of rule, and the annihitation of the "higher ranks, : 
do not, conſequently, procure liberty or wealth; chat t ran. 5 
experiment, and the looſening of the reins 6f Borernment, „ | 

| though they may immediately produce an unbridled exceſs” » a 
0 of licentiouſneſs, yet ultimately end-itigarditrary. power. Ip | 
Liberty! thou firſt, but moſt perverted,” of all human ble 
ſings, what evils hath: the abuſe of the 0 al ned! U 
thy garb and ſcrablance, licentiouſneſs and aqarchy have been 
impoſed upon mankind. Vet thine is a mild an: gentle ſway: ©. © 
Neo bloody ſacrifices ever ſtained thy altars, but religion and IF 
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" waodch which our. paſſions have made, our enemies have at. 
tempted to wWiden. Theſe are the deepeſt : younds, their ma». 
lice has inflicted: but mutual conceſſions will cloſe, and mo- 
deration heal them. Our keligion commande; prudence and 
- Polls an end this line of conduct. Hereſies, political 
or religious, are rengthened and confirmed by ſeverity. 
* uder toleration, they wither and t n perſecution, 
take root: ahd flouriſh. los nds hum abun 
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Let us, in the mean nder offer up our Ge Og to 
the thre one of grace, for the various mercies vouchſafed unto 
uss. The black lewering ſtorm which hung over, has 
| paſſed "OR without burſting on our heads, and wre have hitherto 
been preſerved from the greateſt and moſt deſtructive effects 
of war. For our farther and continued exemption from 


* 


. rheſe calamitics,” 151 8 us rely on, but let us endeavour to de- 


ſerye, the favor and protection · of Heaven. He, and he 
alone, can bring good out 0 er i L who: has dhe n and 
tem el Irn his word. „ tg 
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Ads of the Apoſtles, NXXVI. part of the 25th verſe, * 


BELIEVEST THOU THE PROPHETS? I KNOW THAT THOU 
- BELIPVEST.: | ©9359 4:75 


Ir muſt, I fear, be acknowledged, that the religious per- 
ſuaſion of the generality of mankind ariſes more from 
the influence of education, and the impulſe of habit, than | q 
from any juſt force of reaſoning and conviction. Of thoſe, 
who, like King Agrippa, profeſs to believe the PE TI: 
how few are able to aſſign the reaſons of 'that faith, or feel 
its full influence on their hearts and conduct! This fatal in- 
attention to the Evidences of Chriſtianity, muſt equally occa- 
ſion our ſurpriſe and regret. For that a rational being ſhould- 
| be unconcerned about a future ſtate, that he ſhould not de- 
liberately conſider, and anxiouſly weigh the proofs of a reli- ; 
gion, which alone can bring life and immortality to light, is 
a Ur umſtance ſo extraordinary and unaccountable, that expe- 
rience only could compel us to believe it; As, however, we 1 
_ have witneſſed i in other nations, and in : ſome * * 5 „5 
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of Chriſtianity. 


[xy 
enced in our own, the dreadful effects which flow from the 


neglect or diſbelief of revelation, F ſhall, in the following 
diſcourſe, lay before you ſome additional arguments in favor 


1. Unleſs we admit the divine origin of our religion, we 


muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that Chriſt was either an enthuſiaſt 


or impoſtor. We have no difficulty, however, in ſnewing the 
improbability of either ſuppoſition. An enthuſiaſt or impoſtor 
would naturally have endeavoured to allute his followers, and 
augment their number, by impreſſive deſcriptions of the 
glory and happineſs which would crown their adherence to 
his cauſe. - The ſplendor of the celeſtial manſions would 


have been diſplayed in the moſt glaring and faſcinating colors. 
An enthuſiaſt would have indulged his zeal, an impoſtor 


would have exercifed his art, by a particular and ſtudied de- 


ſcription of the rewards of a future ſtate, of the grandeur 
and magnificence of heaven. Theſe ſubjects would have 


been frequently addreſſed to the imagination of their hearers 


—ſeldom without effect. Very different, however, were the 


views and language of our Saviour. The rewards of Chriſ- 
tian obedience were invariably deſcribed in general and ab- 
ſtract terms, and were neither deſigned nor calculated to 


gratify the prejudices and paſſions of the hearers. When 
the mother of Zebedee 5 children intreated him, that hier 
two ſons: mighit fit, the one on the tight, the other on the 


x 
E 


| 3 . 5 = 27 1 | E 
Aut i in his kingdom ; what was his reply a . "R on my 
right, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it ſhall be 
given to them, of whom it is prepared by my Father.“ 

% Whoſoever ſhall humble himſelf as a little child, the ſame 
s greateſt in the Kingdom of Heaven.” In theſe, and a variety 
of ſimilar ſentiments, the Deiſt will, in vain, attempt to diſ- : 
cover the warm emotions of an enthuſiaſt ; in vain endeavour 
to trace out the deſigning craftineſs of an impoſtor. The 
more cloſely he examines the parables, the more minutely he 


inveſtigates every paſſage in which the Kingdom of Heaven 1 


is deſcribed, the more thoroughly will he be convinced, that 
neither of the characters we have been conſidering, can, in 
any degree, be attributed to the founder of the Chriſtian reve- 
lation. At a ſubſequent period, the author of the Koran, 
though his religion was upholden and propagated by the 
power of the ſword, yet ſtill found it neceſſary to captivate 
the minds of his followers by highly-painted deſcriptions, 
and the promiſe of future ſenſual enjoyments. The Maho- 
metan Paradiſe held forth every. allurement which was. 
grateful to the N of an Arabian. n 


2. There is not an inſtance ann record of any impoſtor, 
who has not endeavoured to gain a party in the ſtate, by 
joining himſelf to ſome one or other of thoſe various ſets _ 
into which it was divided. The union and oppoſition of all, 
have appeared to preſent obſtacles, which neither art nor 
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courage could hope to ſurmount. It has, therefore, been the 
5 invariable policy of every impoſtor to widen the ſchiſms, po- 

| litical or religious; to avail himſelf of mutual enmity and 
| prejudices, and to affociate himſelf to ſome, that he might, 


by degrees, obtain a ſuperiority over all. Our Saviour, how- | 


ever, did not attempt by ſuch means to gain auxiliaries to 
| his cauſe. He did not favor the pretenſions or countenance 
the doctrines of the Phariſees, the Sadducees, or any other 
prevailing ſect, but warmly inveighed againſt the hypocriſy 
and wickedneſs of all, and thus expoſed. himſelf to their in- 

veterate rancor and malice. He did not ſeek the ſupport of 


the Jewiſh Sanhedrim, or the co-operation of the Roman le- 
gions, but relinquiſhed every view of temporal aggrandize- 
ment, and (of which the hiſtory of the world furniſhes no 
parallel) een refuſed the aſſiſtance of the people, though it 
promoted, and might have ſecured, the final ſucceſs of his 
cauſe.— Through the whole of his miniſtry he appears to 
have placed his reliance upon the divine ſu pport alone, well 
affured that human oppoſition could not prevail againſt him. 
It is impoſlible to explain this conduct of Chriſt upon any 
rational principles, unleſs we acknowledge him to have been, 
what he declared himſelf, the Son of God. Inſtead of ally- 
ing himſelf to any ſect or party, he oppoſed them all. Inſtead 
of chooſing out his diſciples from among the rich and pow- 
erful, he preferred thoſe of a low eſtate, and thoſe who were 
deſpiſed among men. Iuſtead of alluring his followers by 
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the promiſe of temporal wealth and honors, of preſent eſti- 


mation, and Future enjoyments, all theſe things were ex- 
preſſly renounced. They were to be perſecuted and reviled, 
and, like their maſter, ** not to have à place whereon to lay | 
their heads,” Could any one have laid a plan, for gaining 
converts and propagating a religion, by ſueh forbidding and 
repelling motives? No impoſtor has ever yet appeared, whoſe 3 
conduct does not admit of a rational ſolution. We nt neee 
| loſs in accounting for the pretenſions of Numa, of Mahomet, > 
of Apollonius Tyaneus, or of any others, who, like them, | 
in various ages of the world, have endeavoured to im poſe on 
the credulity of the people. It is, however, in vain, that 
; we apply any of the known principles of human nature, to 
| the ſolution of the Chriſtian phenomena. The conduct of 
| Chriſt and his Apoſtles, if we diſclaim the divine origin of : 
| their religion, are facts unique, and unparalleled in the annals 5 
. of the world. The ſubſequent propagation of Chriſtianity 
may, indeed, be accounted for from ſecondary cauſes, as the 
hand of the Deity is not always apparent, but carvies on his 
vaſt deſigns from age to age, by inſtruments merely human. 


But if we endeavour to account for the origin and commence- 
ment of Chriſtianity from any of theſe cauſes, we ſhall find 
them totally inadequate to the effect produced. 


3. When we review the ſyſtems of morality which were 
inculcated by the antient ſages, and ſucceſſively im- 


* 


proved * the moſt. celebrated philoſophers, the ide oe | | 
reece-and Rome, we are authoriſed in ſuppoſing that they 
contained the fulleſt diſcoveries of human reaſon ; compared, 
however, with the religion of Chriſt, their inferiority is 
ſtriking. and undeniable. The principles of revenge, ſelf- 
| love, partiality to our country, and many others of the like 
kind, were tolerated, at leaſt, if not enforced, by the moſt 
ee of antiquity. ut Saviout firſt re- 
vealed the doctrine of univerſal benevolence and general 
philanthropy; to regulate our thoughts, to control each 
; riſing paſſion, is alſo one of the grand diſcriminating pre- 


cepts of the religion of Chriſt. Moſt truths when made 
known, are ſo obvious and indiſputable, that we are apt 
to allow leſs merit than is due to the original inventors. 
Theſe doctrines, in like manner, appear now ſo plain and 
| undeniable, that we are not duly ſenſible of the evidence 
they afford of the truth of Chriſtianity—Obvious, however, 
and important as theſe tenets are, ſtill they had not been diſco- 
vered by many of thoſe antient ſages, who devoted their whole 
lives to the abſtract contemplation of morals Our admiration 
is no leſs excited at that enlarged and liberal ſpirit which was 
diſplayed by our Saviour in all his words and actions. The 
Jews were proverbially bigoted to their religion, and de- 
ſirous of excluding the reſt of mankind from the promiſes 
which were made to Abraham, and repeated to his deſcen- 
dants. Inſtead of entering into theſe narrow - minded views, 


<> 


our Saviour extended the rewards of his religion ns every | 
nation under the ſun: They ſhall fit down with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven.“ Is 
this the language of bigotry? are theſe the ſentiments of 
a Jew ? No hatred could be more rooted than that which 
diſgraced both the Jews and Samaritans. 4 Doſt thou, being 

a Jew, aſk water of me?” was the reply, and expreſſed the 
5 ſurpriſe of the Samaritan woman at the requeſt of our 
Saviour; yet among them „ he abode;” to them he re- 
vealed the goſpel of ſalvation, and towards them he en- 
joined the practice of charity and love. The moſt powerful 
illuſtration, however, of this doctrine, is afforded by his 
own example, who, under the ſevereſt ſufferings and the moſt 
unmerited perſecution, expreſſed the compaſſionate feelings 
of his mind by that memorable prayer, Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do;” thus, not only 
pardoning them himſelf, but even framing all the allevia- 
tion which could be offered, for their cruelty, ingratitude, 


( 


The wonderful fmplicity of the Chriſtian doctrine ſupplies 
the ſtrongeſt inference in its favor; and we become more 
ſenſible of the force of this argument, by contraſting Chriſ- 

tianity, pure aud unadulterated as it came from its author, 

with Chriſtianity loaded by numberleſs additions, and de- 


formed by fanciful and wild interpretations; the thorns 
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ſprang up 4 choaked 16. In proportion, bene as hes b 
was exonerated from all appendages, its luſtre became more d 


| ſtriking, its evidence more convincing. The principal ob- 
jections Which have been advanced by Infidels, have gene- i 
rally been directed, not againſt the fabric itſelf, but the 
buttreſſes which were injudiciouſly raiſed for its ſupport. 
The decrees of councils, the long liſt of popiſh ſuperſtitions, 
and even the tenets of ſome of our reformers, ſerved only to | 
: weaken the cauſe, which they were intended to ſtrengthen. 
But whatever may have been the fate of theſe, the doctrines - 
of men, the minds of the moſt ſceptical muſt be impreſſed 
with a ſtrong ſenſe of conviction, when they- reflect, that 
; there 1s not a ſingle precept advanced by the author of our- - 
religion, the reaſonableneſs and utility of which have not 
been proved by the lateſt diſcoveries of modern philoſophy. 15 
The Chriſtian religion contains the ſummary, not only of our 
faith, but alſo of our practice; there is no ſituation of life 
in which we can be placed, to which its precepts may not 
be applied. Not one argument, however, has been brought 
againſt any of the Chriſtian injunctions which can bear the 
teſt of fair examination; nor have any farther diſcoveries 
2 been made in morality, while every other ſcience has been 
progreſſively advancing. After the lapſe of nearly eighteen 
* centuries, we can neither add to, nor improve, the principles 
» of rt nor has the N of man * * 


* . 


I 3; ] 
en ſyſtern, equally productive of all the ſocial virtues, and 
of N content, and W e bi | 


| Thoſ doctrines 4 our Reviews which relate to govern- 
ment, afford - another proof of his ſuperiority, to the age 
and nation in which he lived. When we recollect the bi- 
goted policy of the Jews, and their averſion to the Roman 
yoke, we can never ſufficiently admire that comprehenſive- 
neſs of mind, and that liberality of ſpirit, which commanded 
them to ſubmit to © the ordinances of men, ** to pay tri- 
bute unto Cæſar, * honour to whom honour was due.” 
In his anſwer to an enſnaring queſtion put to him on theſe 
» Tubjefs, our Saviour did not court popularity by humoring 
the temporary prejudices of the people, but endeavoured: to 
impreſs upon their minds juſt: potions of obedience and law- 

ful ſubordination. Theſe are accommodated to every nation, : 

and every mode of government ; and unleſs theſe have their 
due weight and effect, it is in vain that we ſeek for ſtability - 
and happineſs in any ſociety. But while the advocates for 
_ licentiouſneſs and rebellion: can find no ſanction for their 


opinions in the ſacred writings, we do not mean, or wiſh, 


to infer that unlimited obedience is inculcated in any part | 
of them ; we.are no where required to ſubmit to the abuſe 
of power, or the corruptions of an exiſting government; 
in this, as in moſt other caſes, a general law is enjoined— | 
the application of it is left to ourſelves. Our Saviour fore - 
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ſaw the various modes of government which would prevail 
in the world; he has, therefore, left Chriſtianity independent 

. of each, accommodated to all. Under every form of go- 
vernment by which authority can be adminiſtered, the moſt = 


arbitrary as well as the moſt licentious Chriſtianity will tend 


to ameliorate the condition of mankind, will inſtil principles 6 


of moderation into thoſe of the higher ranks, will make 
thoſe in the lower, better men and better citizens. Our 


Saviour, with the like prudence and forbearance, left no di- 


rections about the future government of his Church; what 


was adapted to its infancy and weakneſs, would not have 


ſuited its maturity and ſtrength. The lives, however, of | 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſupply the ſtrongeſt” and moſt 
convincing arguments in favor of Chriſtianity ; in them 


we behold an uniform diſplay of openneſs, ſimplicity, and 


candor. The Deiſt muſt in vain attempt to account, upon 


any ſatisfactory principles, for the zeal of St. Peter, and 
the converſion of St. Paul: the former, after all his profeſ- 
fions of perſeverance and intrepidity, when they were put 


to the trial, confirmed the prediction of our Saviour, and 
even to the ſervant of the high prieſt, faid, © I know him 
not.” After ſuch a renunciation of his faith, and when he 
had witneſſed the crucifixion of our Saviour, to what but : 
a ſincere conviction of Chriſt's having riſen from the dead, d 
can we attribute his ſubſequent conduct? for how great is 
the change ! So lately alarmed and terrified, he now lifts up 


t 
his voice among armed multitudes, and diſplays the moſt 
undaunted nn | £1 
The writings of St. Paul, of am we can ___ 
tertain no doubt, afford the beſt proof of his, judgment 
N and talents. He had been educated in all the ſtrictneſs of 
the Jewiſh religion, had been an unrelenting perſecutor of 
the Chriſtians, and was travelling from Jeruſalem to 
Damaſcus in order to ſuppreſs this riſing ſect. If theſe 
facts are admitted, what other reaſons can be given, but 
thoſe which he aſſigned for his inſtantaneous converſion ? 
If he had been nurtured in the religion of Chriſt, we 
might have attributed his faith to thoſe impreſſions of his 
childhood which are ſeldom, if ever, effaced. But in this 
| Caſe, he had every early prejudice and prepoſſeſſion to com- 
bat. The natural deſire of conſiſtency and fame muſt 
be ſubdued; the love of eaſe, of proſperity, of every thing | 
dear to human nature muſt be relinquiſhed, and he muſt 
ſeek the ſociety and aſſiſtance of thoſe men, whom he was 
commiſſioned to impriſon and deſtroy. All theſe. facrifices, 
however, were made by the Apoſtle.. Unleſs, therefore, we 
| ſubvert every canon of right reaſoning, we muſt be com- 


pelled to acknowledge, that he had reaſon to believe in ah > 


4 divine origin of Chriſtianity, and on his holds v we have 
a ſafe foundation for our own *. nn. 


* Gilpin's leQtures on the Catechiſm. 
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the Deity, ſo every impartial examination of the Scriptures 


ſupplies us with farther evidences of their truth. Can any 
one then, for a moment, ſuppoſe this ſyſtem of religion to 8 
be the contrivance of Man, which has afforded ſo many un- . 
anſwered arguments ſince its firſt promulgation, and will pro- 

bably continue. to afford them, through all ſucceeding ages! ? 
Though c 
neſs ſeem to be gathering around us, yet we are confident 


1 


may at preſent i intercept our view, and dark- 


that our ark will ſurvive the ſtorm, for we know-whoſe un- 


erring word has declared it. But it is not, therefore, leſs 
incumbent upon us to co- operate in the plans of providence 


to ſhew, by freſh proofs, that Chriſtianity 1 is founded on a 


rock —and to add our endeavours, that the Gates of Hell 
e not Fan men it. 


3 
: DSS 


As Welle echt neceſſary and important ends of the ele- 


rical vocation, let it be our conſtant unremitting employment 


to promote among all ranks of people, a ſtrong ſenſe of the 


neceſſity of religion, and a dependence upon God, as the 


ſureſt means both of our temporal and eternal happineſs. 


The rigor of the laws, and the fear of puniſhment, may 


poſſibly reſtrain ſome; but a principle of religion, ſtrongly 


impreſſed upon the minds of the community, will form our 
beſt ſecurity and dependence. The more enlightened a na- 


CE Gi J 
. 0 


5 'X 37 1 
tion bec mes, the j uf er will be its ſentiments. 0 l 
: Chriſtianity lays the axe to. the root of every turbulent and 
licentious paſſion; for they who entertain a well- grounded 
aſſurance of a — retributign, will ſeldom promote or com- 
mit acts of cruelty, injuſtice, or oppreſſion. Our own in- _ 
dividual experience muſt have afforded us a melancholy proof 


of an increaſing contempt for every moral and religious 1 in- 
ſtitution. Of the inevitable conſequences, we can entertain 
no doubt. If the fears and hopes of religion are extinguiſhed; 8 4 
if the monitor within is ſilenced, ineffectual will be the ſe- 
vereſt code of penal laws. Numberleſs are the cauſes af- 
fecting the peace and happineſs of münkind, which their 
authority cannot reach. Every legiſlator, therefore, even 
in the times of Pagan darkneſs, has ſtrengthened the opera- 
tion of the laws, by the ſanctions of religion. Very diffe- | 
rent doctrines, indeed, have been the ſurpriſe and the diſ- 
grace of this enlightened age. The conſequences however : 
wWaich have followed, confirm the truth of this reaſoning, 
and will, we truſt, for ever pant the repetition of the like ts 


Ba 


enor mities. 


Having attempted, on a former oecaſion, to extract 
the important moral, and to draw an awful warning 
from this example, I need only obſerve. farther, that the 
_ © eorruptions. of religion, and the remiflneſs. of tht clergy, 
| ſeem to have been among the Primary aue of all thoſe 


* 4 2 | -— 7 1 


— —- — — ñ — 1 


2 8 . 
2 22 > — — Bs Aa 
WWD —— ro - n r 22 OR 


— 
— — 


— 


11 


r ee 7 
* — — / a 


— — 
— — ——— — We I Ig — < 


e * 
5 — mm 22 


r — ANG. 2 _ 

rr. e — N _—_ oy — Nr 

Ra IG; ; — I, waar nn” 3 I * — — 

— — — — — * 2 — — —— —Pb — —— 
4 5 2 ty 
. ] Ä 4-4 ee AR AGGIE A AIDS bo nds ener 9 „ a ——— 
a Pry > — b 8 3 8 
* 1 4 


FPPPPFEFEFPF f e EPI EN EIS IIs Ha Hen — — — mom — 


—— — 


Y 
*% 
Hy 
4 
£ 
1% 

* 

[FX | 

2 * j 

74 

1 

1 

1 
e 
* 

11 

74 

. 

+? 
F 
"4 
* 
u& # 
* 5 
% 7 
? 
. 
6 
to 1 
g : 
54 
+ 
+ Js 
3 
. 0 
i t 
+4. $ 
; 
i 
1 
8 
3 
r 
1 
* 
| 
[4 
4 4 
[1 
1 [ 
! 4 
£ 
\ 
1 
7 
' 
i 7 
41 
1 x 
f 
5 
wo 
© 
68! 
20's 
* 
Fe 
fry . 
} 

Re 
Fa 
Tt 

17 


* — 
—— — — 


— — — ee 222 — — 2 — a. ') 9h 
: 5 , 2 : 2 * * 5 * +3; 


motaberlels calamities which have ae and deſolated 4 


been added to her ſacred code; nor is ſhe more reſponſible 
for thoſe rites and ordinances which are anneked to an tos 


bliſhed enz 3 Vo, liv 


31 Chriſtian world —Chriſtianity is certainly not anſwerable for 
all thoſe doctrines of men, which, in various ages, have 


* 


It is, however, unfortunately true, that thoſe who per- 8 


ceive any errors, either in the dostrines or ordinances which 
have been promulged by human authority, are too apt to 
entertain a leſs favorable opinion of that religion, which they. 


indeed accompany, put of which they form no part. Thoſe, 


therefore, who had'been brought up in a belief of the abſurd 


errors and impoſitions of Popery, did not, when. the veil was 
removed, draw the fair and juſt line of diſtinction, but con- 


founded Ch riſtianity with the corruptions which over- 


\whelened | it, and, at the ſame time, threw off their belief in 
| 'both; ® As our Church has been long reformed from theſe 
abuſes, we need not apprehend, or guard againſt, the like 
| conſequences, nor fear the progreſs of light and learning. | 


The ſecond cauſe, however, which was aſſigned, is a pow- 


erful call upon the Engliſh Church, for the moſt guarded 
circumſpection in its conduct, and the moſt untemitted ex- 
ertions, againſt the contagion of licentiouſneſs and irreligion. 
Theſe evils can only be checked by the ſtrenuous efforts of 
the An clergy; The __— manner in which the 


Re 


"adi 1s; generally obſerved, the growing contempt of rule 
and ſubordination, afford an undeniable proof, that French 
doctrines have ſhed, in ſome degree, their baneful influence * 
over us: and we cannot be ſurpriſed, if arguments, ſo pow- 
- erfully addreſſed to the pride and paſſions of the bulk of 
- mankind, appear to have had ſome effect upon their princi-- 
ples and conduct. Thoſe who look no farther than to the 
immediate conſequences, are naturally allured by the invi- 
ting proſpect of equality and rapine. But it is peculiarly 
within our province, and an effential part of our duty, to 
point out the future inevitable reſult of ſuch theories. Un- 
leſs order is maintained, the ſcanty pittance of the poor is 
held by as inſecure a tenure, as the larger poſſeſſions of the 
= rich. But Chriſtianity will extend. our views beyond this. 
fublunary ſphere— will ſhew us, chat this is not our laſting 
abode that we are pilgrims. here upon carth—and that every 
- "petty, but neceſſary, inequality, will at length be removed 
and adjuſted by the ſentence of an impartial judge. Theſe 
conſiderations, addreſſed to the minds and feelings of the- 


- _, riſing generation, may ſtop. the progreſs of anarchy and i in- 


fidelity. The example of an upright and conſcientious clergy. 
will enforce the precepts they inculcate. If they, however, 
neglect the charge, which the times imperiouſiy commit to 
| them, it is too evident that we muſt, ſooner or later, ſwell 
” the tide which carries all before it. But it is not the clergy . 


alone who are thus. called mp in. this moſt e 5 
1 5 


" ejactayivg their, nd and h dnors; if they would ae ; 
order, and uphold religion, ſome ſacrifices are required of 
them alſo in this hour of trial. I do not, ine, 'with to 
ſee the re-eſtabliſhment. of feudal vaſlalage; but yet the ba- „„ 
ronial cuſtoms were not without their uſe. The attachment > ; . I 
of the lower orders to their ſuperiors, was the ſource of mu- 1 2 3 
tual advantages, and formed one of the moſt powerful links. | 5 4 
in the chain of ſociety. The reſidence of the proptietors 3 

upon their eſtates, and the hoſpitality and intercourſe which 

were the conſequences. of it, ſecured to them indiffolubly | 
the reſpeR, the gratitude, and affection of their dependents. | 
IF an uſeful and laudable alliance is thus formed between the 
Church and State ; if they mutually co-operate in the cauſe - 


* 


IP of ordef and religion, Britz in may yet bid defiance to all her 132 

foes ; and, while the Fe part of Europe i 18 relapſing i into 0 
+barbarity, may {till retain her envied diſtinckions, and con- 2 
5 tinue to preſerve inviolate her Altars under Fhranec:- 5:3 - a8 
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